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and Afghanistan, he earned the Distinguished 
Flying Cross and twelve Air Medals. He grew 
up in San Antonio, Texas, where he graduated 
from John Marshall High School before enlist-
ing in 1997. 

A Pararescue Non-Commissioned Officer 
assigned to the 48th Rescue Squadron at 
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Michael be-
longed to a highly regarded and specialized 
unit known throughout the military for their 
skills and willingness to risk their lives to save 
others. 

The motto of Pararescue units, ‘‘That Others 
May Live’’, speaks to the dedication that Mi-
chael and his brothers in arms share. He per-
ished doing what he loved alongside other Air 
Force Rescue personnel, on a mission to save 
a British Soldier’s life. 

We remember Tech Sergeant Flores and 
offer our deepest condolences and sincerest 
prayers to his family. My words cannot effec-
tively convey the feeling of great loss, nor can 
they offer adequate consolation. However, it is 
my hope that in future days, his family may 
take some comfort in knowing that Michael 
made a difference in the lives of many others 
and serves as an example of a competent and 
caring leader and friend that will live on in the 
hearts and minds of all those he touched. 

Technical Sergeant Flores is survived by his 
wife Marisa, daughter Eliana and son Michael. 

This body and this country owe Michael and 
his family our deepest gratitude, and we will 
today and forevermore honor and remember 
him and his service to our country. 
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ONGOING HUMANITARIAN CRISIS 
IN KYRGYZSTAN 

HON. RUSS CARNAHAN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 22, 2010 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker, as 
Chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Sub-
committee on International Organizations, 
Human Rights, and Oversight, I wanted to call 
attention to the ongoing humanitarian crisis in 
Kyrgyzstan. 

Since the ousting of former President 
Kurmanbek Bakiyev’s government on April 7, 
2010, the southern Kyrgyzstan region along 
the Uzbekistan border has been plagued with 
ethnic violence. Instability and waves of vio-
lence have continued in Osh and Jalal-Abad, 
resulting in killings, rapes, beatings, and wide-
spread pillaging and destruction of homes and 
communities. Moreover, there are reportedly 
at least 400,000 displaced persons, of which 
many are ethnic Uzbeks seeking refuge in 
Uzbekistan. Those remaining in Osh are iso-
lated and living in fear of the next violent 
clash. Meanwhile, the Kyrgyzstan interim gov-
ernment continues to struggle to stabilize the 
region. 

I am encouraged by recent actions taken by 
the U.S. Government and the international 
community in response to the humanitarian 
crisis. Last week, the State Department an-
nounced $32.267 million in aid programs for 
humanitarian relief, reconstruction, and com-
munity stabilization. I look forward to working 
with the Administration to help ensure that tax-
payer resources are spent efficiently, trans-
parently, and effectively to help those Kyrgyz 
and Uzbeks most in need and establish lasting 
stability. 

Additionally last week, the UN Human 
Rights Council condemned the ethnic violence 
in Kyrgyzstan and called on its interim govern-
ment to conduct a complete and transparent 
investigation into the events of April 7 that led 
to the ouster of the previous government, as 
well as the ongoing ethnic violence. 

Healing the wounds of ethnic violence and 
achieving long-term stability will not be easy in 
a region with such burgeoning ethnic tensions. 
It is important that the international commu-
nity, including the United States, remains com-
mitted to addressing the humanitarian needs 
and achieving meaningful and sustainable 
progress in Kyrgyzstan. 
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TRIBUTE TO MILDRED DAVIS OF 
KANSAS CITY, KANSAS 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 22, 2010 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to a resident of Kan-
sas’ Third Congressional District who will 
shortly celebrate her hundredth birthday—a 
goal that many aspire to, but few achieve. Mil-
dred Davis of Kansas City, Kansas, will cele-
brate her hundredth birthday on June 30th. I 
know that you and all House Members join 
with me in wishing Mildred Davis many happy 
returns of the day, and I am pleased to place 
in the RECORD a short biography of her, which 
was written by her friend, Joyce Dickens: 

Ava Mildred Finnie Davis was born June 
30, 1910, to Lillie Dedman Finnie and Lewis 
Finnie in Commerce, Texas. She was the 
youngest of five children—three brothers and 
a sister. Her parents and all brothers and sis-
ter have preceded her in death. Though her 
given name is Ava, she soon became known 
to all as Mildred. 

She accepted Christ at an early age and 
was united with the New Hope Baptist 
Church of Greenville, Texas, before moving 
to Kansas City, Kansas, and uniting with Oli-
vet Institutional Baptist Church where she 
has been a faithful and loyal member and 
worker for over 50 years. She served duti-
fully in the Women’s Missionary Depart-
ment, Baptist Training Union and the Sun-
day School for many years. She has encour-
aged and counseled many young people spir-
itually. 

Mildred attended prep school and two 
years of college at Langston University in 
Langston, Oklahoma. In those days you 
could teach school in Texas with two years 
of college and she taught school at a small 
country school. She married Grady L. Davis 
(now deceased) in Paris, Texas, and they 
moved to Kansas City in the early 1940s. She 
worked at the old munitions plant in the 
Fairfax Industrial District during the war 
and after the war she began to work for well- 
to-do families in Johnson County cleaning 
and cooking. They soon discovered she was a 
superior cook and began to use her skills in 
the kitchen for their entertaining. In 1945 
she and Grady bought their first home, at 615 
Freeman Avenue, where she resided for over 
60 years. She was childless and when my 
large family moved next door to her in 1954 
she befriended me and took me under her 
wings making me clothes and encouraging 
me in my endeavors. I was only 12 years old 
and I loved going next door where she would 
regale me with stories of her youth and life. 
She was not only a fun person but also a wise 
mentor. 

In the late 1950s Mildred began to work for 
the Internal Revenue Service during tax sea-
son. Eventually she was hired full time at 
the Social Security Administration where 
she retired after over 20 years of service. 

She belonged to several community orga-
nizations including the Turtle Hill Home-
owners Association, which was organized in 
her living room. This organization was in-
strumental in the redevelopment of the Tur-
tle Hill area, which now has many new 
homes. She was also a long-time member of 
the now inactive L’Esprit Social Club and 
when meetings were held in her home, all 
members attended mainly because they 
knew the food and company would be excel-
lent. 

Mildred Davis is now a resident at 
Medicalodge Post Acute Care and continues 
to be loved and admired by many friends, as-
sociates and a foster daughter. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 145TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF JUNETEENTH AND THE 
17TH CELEBRATION OF THE 
JUNETEENTH FREEDOM & HER-
ITAGE FESTIVAL IN MEMPHIS, 
TENNESSEE 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 22, 2010 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize June 19, 2010 as the 145th anni-
versary of the observance of Juneteenth in the 
United States and the 17th celebration in 
Memphis, Tennessee. While the Emancipation 
Proclamation was signed by President Abra-
ham Lincoln in September 1862, it was not 
until June 19, 1865 that Union Soldiers led by 
Major General Gordon Granger proclaimed 
freedom to the last slaves in the far corners of 
the South in Galveston, Texas. To commemo-
rate this day in our history and the political 
contributions of many African-Americans to 
our nation, the Memphis Juneteenth Freedom 
and Heritage Festival has chosen the theme, 
‘‘A Tribute to African-Americans in Politics 
from Reconstruction to Present.’’ 

Hiram R. Revels of Mississippi, the first Afri-
can-American to serve by appointment in the 
U.S. Senate in 1870 and Joseph Hayne 
Rainey of South Carolina, the first African- 
American elected to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives in 1871, made tremendous polit-
ical strides by paving the way for other Afri-
can-Americans. Jefferson Long, although the 
shortest serving African-American in the U.S. 
House of Representatives, was the first to 
speak on the floor in 1870. Blanche Bruce of 
Mississippi was the first African American and 
only former slave to preside over the U.S. 
Senate in 1979 and William Dawson of Illinois 
was the first to chair a standing Congressional 
committee in 1949. Shirley Chisholm of New 
York was the first African-American woman 
elected to Congress in 1968. From my home 
of Memphis, Harold Ford, Sr. was the first Afri-
can-American from Tennessee to be elected 
to the U.S. House of Representatives. His 
son, Harold Ford, Jr., was the first African- 
American Member to succeed his father. 
Today, we all have our first African-American 
President, Barack Obama. 

From Reconstruction to the Sanitation Work-
ers Union Strike in 1968, Memphis has been 
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at the center of the movement for racial equal-
ity. Memphis is home to many prominent polit-
ical figures including Robert R. Church, Jr., a 
political leader and founder of the first Ten-
nessee chapter of the NAACP in 1917, and in 
1964, A. W. Willis became the first African- 
American elected to the Tennessee General 
Assembly after Reconstruction. 

Dr. Benjamin L. Hooks, former Executive Di-
rector/CEO of the NAACP and Dr. Vasco 
Smith, the first African-American elected to the 
Shelby County Commission and influential in 
the founding of The MED, both resided in 
Memphis until their recent deaths. Former 
Tennessee State Senator and civil rights judge 
Russell Sugarmon currently resides in Mem-
phis and is still politically active. I am privi-
leged to have worked alongside these men 
and to call them friends. 

Since 1865, communities have gathered to 
celebrate Juneteenth through readings of the 
Emancipation Proclamation, singing of spir-
ituals, and large gatherings of family and 
friends. For the past 17 years in Memphis, 
Juneteenth has been held in the historic 
Douglass Community, named after Frederick 
Douglass. The land on which the community 
sits was once owned by Reverend William 
Rush-Plummer, the son of a slave from Africa 
and a slave owner. 

Madam Speaker, it is in the spirit of these 
great men and women and countless others 
that I ask my colleagues to join me in observ-
ing our nation’s 145th anniversary of 
Juneteenth and the celebrations in Memphis. 
This is a time to reflect upon the end of slav-
ery in America and to recognize the many 
contributions from African-Americans. As Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. said, the Emancipation 
Proclamation ‘‘came as a joyous daybreak to 
end the long night of their captivity.’’ 
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HOUSE SMALL BUSINESS 
LEGISLATION 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 22, 2010 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, one of the 
surest ways government can help generate 
economic activity, innovation, and job growth 
is by cutting taxes on small businesses, which 
are the backbone of the U.S. economy and 
employ more than half of all American work-
ers. 

I have voted for and cosponsored a number 
of small business tax cut bills during the 111th 
Congress and was pleased to vote last week 
in support of H.R. 5486, the Small Business 
Jobs Tax Relief Act. Among other things, this 
bill would cut capital gains taxes for small 
businesses and would quadruple the tax de-
duction for business start-up expenses from 
$5,000 to $20,000. H.R. 5486 is common 
sense legislation and ought to be quickly en-
acted. 

Another way to stimulate business activity 
and create jobs is to help America’s commu-
nity banks lend money to small businesses. 
Business owners in Missouri tell me they want 
to expand but cannot because of a lack of fi-
nancing. A second bill considered in the 
House last week, H.R. 5297, would allow 
small banks to tap into a $30 billion fund at 
the Treasury Department so they can issue 

loans to healthy small businesses thirsting for 
capital to expand operations and hire workers. 
These funds would bypass Wall Street and go 
directly to Missouri communities where they 
can do the most good for small businesses. 

Because the creation of this small bank 
lending fund is so important to economic de-
velopment and job creation, it is supported by 
America’s home town banks, small busi-
nesses, Realtors, and home builders, among 
others. I was pleased to support H.R. 5297 
and encouraged that it passed the House with 
bipartisan support. I urge prompt action in the 
Senate. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND PUB-
LIC SERVICE OF DERRYL AL-
BERT DUMERMUTH 

HON. DEVIN NUNES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 22, 2010 

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the life and public service of re-
tired teacher Derryl Albert Dumermuth. Derryl 
was an inspiration to all those who knew him, 
impacting the lives of his students and the sur-
rounding community. 

Derryl Dumermuth was the fifth of six chil-
dren, growing up on his family farm in Fayette, 
Iowa. He attended Upper Iowa University and 
Iowa State College until he enlisted in the Ma-
rine Corps early in 1944. After World War II, 
he earned his bachelor’s of science degree 
from Upper Iowa University and in 1955 he re-
ceived the master of arts degree at Northern 
Arizona University. When the huge influx of 
students studying on the G.I. Bill threatened to 
swamp the faculty at Upper Iowa University, 
Derryl was hired to teach mathematics; the 
start of a successful career in public edu-
cation. 

In 1962, Derryl brought his family to my 
hometown of Tulare, California. Here he 
served as Tulare Union High School Math De-
partment Chairman for 28 years, retiring in 
1990. Derryl taught the first class of computer 
programming ever offered in the city of Tulare 
and developed the first Advanced Placement 
course for Tulare county schools, AP Cal-
culus. High school yearbooks were dedicated 
to Mr. Dumermuth in 1952 and in 1981, he 
was chosen as the ‘‘Outstanding Math/Science 
Teacher in Tulare/Kings Counties,’’ and was 
chosen as a mentor teacher for two consecu-
tive years. 

In addition to his devotion to education, 
Derryl was an active member of the commu-
nity. He was the coordinator of the Docent 
Program at the Tulare City Historical Museum 
and church historian for the United Methodist 
Church of Tulare. He was also an active mem-
ber of several organizations including the 
Tulare High School CTA and the Kiwanis Club 
of Greater Tulare. In 2001, Derryl wrote ‘‘A 
Town Called Tulare’’ as a fundraiser for the 
Tulare Historical Museum and two years later 
published ‘‘Tulare Legends and Trivia from A 
to Z.’’ 

Derryl was someone who I knew personally. 
He was a dedicated teacher and mentor, in-
spiring everyone he taught. His life’s values 
and commitment to education will live on 
through his family, friends, and community. 

HONORING REVEREND MARY 
MARGARET ECKHARDT 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 22, 2010 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to honor and acknowledge Reverend 
Mary Margaret Eckhardt, Pastor of St. Mat-
thew’s United Methodist Church in Livonia, 
Michigan, upon her retirement after more than 
30 years of service in ministry. 

Reverend Eckhardt became an ordained 
minister in 1979 after having obtained her 
bachelor of science and master of science de-
grees from the University of Tennessee, going 
on to pursue her Master of Divinity from 
United Theological Seminary in Ohio. Rev-
erend Eckhardt has served in four United 
Methodist Churches in Michigan, spending the 
last 8 years at St. Matthew’s as an exceptional 
preacher, adult Bible Study leader and mission 
trip leader. She serves on the UMC district 
level as a Hunger Coordinator and at the con-
ference level as an UMCOR Disaster 
Coordinater. 

Serving her church as well as her commu-
nity, Reverend Eckhardt has been an active 
supporter and member of the Rotary Club of 
Livonia and currently holds the position of 
Secretary. She avidly enjoys the outdoors as 
a hiker and bicyclist. Reverend Eckhardt has 
proven to be a woman of dedicated and irre-
proachable service. She will be missed by the 
members of her congregation as she pursues 
the next chapter of her life. 

Madam Speaker, for more than 30 years 
Reverend Mary Margaret Eckhardt has faith-
fully served her congregation, her church, her 
community and her Lord. As she enters the 
next phase of her life, she leaves behind a 
legacy of dedication, integrity, and excellence. 
Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Reverend Mary Margaret Eckhardt 
upon her retirement and recognizing her years 
of loyal service to our community and country. 
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TRIBUTE TO KARA GORMLEY 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 22, 2010 

Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a popular television per-
sonality in Columbia, South Carolina as she 
leaves her post as a morning news anchor on 
Tuesday, June 22, 2010. Kara Gormley is a 
familiar face to Columbians who have watched 
her professionally report the news at WIS–TV 
for more than a decade. Her presence on the 
Sunrise program will be sorely missed. 

Kara Gormley is a native of Carthage, New 
York, and is the daughter of the late Barbara 
and Robert Gormley. After graduating from 
Providence College in Rhode Island, Kara 
took her first broadcast journalism job in 
Wausau, Wisconsin. Midlands viewers first 
came to know Kara when she joined WIS 
News 10 in 1996 as co-host of the Sunrise 
program. She later took an assignment to an-
chor the evening news at 5:00 p.m., and serve 
as a featured health reporter. 

In 2000, she was lured away from WIS, and 
became the morning news anchor at the NBC 
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